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At the groundbreaking ceremony for 

the new station building, my VFD 

counterpart, Z Smith, and I got the 

chance to thank the ones responsible 

for making this important project 

possible. And that is you, the greater 

Volente community. Without you, we 

would not be able to build this much-

needed station building; in fact, without 

your support we would not even have 

a Volente Fire Department.

Over 63 years ago, it was Volente 

area residents and “weekenders” 

who decided our area needed a fire 

department and made it happen. With 

volunteer labor and donated equipment 

and supplies, they created the Volente 

Volunteer Fire Department. They fought 

the fires and the Ladies’ Auxiliary, as it 

was known then, held the fundraisers. 

Volunteers constructed the first portions 

of the existing station building and then 

added on and modified it over the years. 

Volunteers from the community served 

as first responders and as fire chiefs and 

officers, as well as serving on the VFD 

board and ESD board.

Our entire community supported the 

fire department from Day One and 

the support continues to this day. 

When it became clear that donations, 

memberships and fundraisers were not 

enough, the voters in our community 

went to the ballot box multiple times 

over the years. The voters created 

and approved the mechanisms to 

provide funding through property tax 

and sales tax to allow us to steadily 

improve. Today we have a complement 

of excellent career firefighters staffing 

our department 24 hours a day and we 

are on our way to creating a modern, 

efficient station building.

So again, on behalf of all of us associated 

with the Volente Fire Department and 

ESD14, Thank You!

A TRULY COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED 
FIRE DEPARTMENT
By Lonnie Moore, ESD14 President

EMERGENCY?
CALL 9-1-1
The administrative  

phone number for  

Volente Fire Dept. is for 

non-emergency calls 

only, such as requests for 

burn permits or Firewise 

assessments.

To prevent delays, 

always call 9-1-1 to 

report an emergency.

l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t

https://www.esd14.org
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CONSTRUCTION
TIMELINE

volente fire station #1

ELECTRIC 
GATE?

you need knox!

All electric gates need to 

have a Knox Key Switch that 

allows emergency services 

access to your property in a 

fire or medical emergency. 

The key switches can 

be ordered directly on 

knoxbox.com or through 

your gate company.

 Do you have a Knox key 

switch and want us to test 

it? Contact the Volente Fire 

Department at info@esd14.

org or 512-258-1114 and 

arrange for us to come by 

and verify operation. See 

knoxbox.com for more 

information.

STAY
ALERT
Sign Up  

for Reverse 
9-1-1

to sign up to receive 

emergency notifications on 

your cell phone or mobile 

device.

warncentraltexas.org

click here

WHERE WE 
SERVE

ESD No. 14 serves a 16 square mile 

area including 10 sq miles of Balcones 

Canyonlands Preserve, the Village of 

Volente, and surrounding communities.

https://knoxbox.com
https://knoxbox.com
https://www.esd14.org
https://warncentraltexas.org
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October 15, 2024
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

(Released Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024)

Author:
Brian Fuchs
National Drought Mitigation Center

U.S. Drought Monitor

Texas

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Intensity:

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

None
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Author:
Brian Fuchs
National Drought Mitigation Center

U.S. Drought Monitor

Texas

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Intensity:

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

None

DROUGHT
MONITOR

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

october 15, 2024

see more

National Night Out on October 1st at the fire hall featured the station 

groundbreaking ceremony, wildfire simulation demonstration and, of course, 

free hot dogs, shaved ice and other refreshments. The sheriff’s department 

and VFD got a chance to show off their high-tech vehicles and equipment to 

the community. Thanks to all who were able to come out and participate!

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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FEATURED
FIREFIGHTER
Michael Teague

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!
find us at esd14.org

VOLENTE
CALL REPORT

BURN PERMITS

q3 2024

medical: 56.2%
Assist other 
esds:  25.8%

motor vehichle 
accident:  18%

1. Call 512-258-1114 to request 

a burn permit. (Please allow 2 

days to schedule on-site visit.)

2. fire department conducts an 
inspection at your proposed site

3. Must CALL 512-258-1114 the 
DAY YOU BURN, BEFORE you burn. 

The purpose of a burn permit is 

to help ensure that the residents 

understand the guidelines for 

burning in the District and to 

assist the resident in having a 

safe burn site.

To burn in the ESD 14, you must 

first call to request a burn permit 

(at no cost). The Fire Department 

will come out and inspect your 

proposed site. Then call us at 

512-258-1114 the day you want 

to burn. This is to confirm that 

conditions are favorable for that 

particular day. Humidity, wind 

conditions, Red Flag Warnings, 

and Ozone Action Days are items 

that are considered for daily burn/

no burn determination.

Prior to joining the fire service in 2019, Michael served in the Marine Corps.  His 

hobbies include racing cars, brewing beer, making wine, and hanging out with 

his wife and dogs.  Michael currently resides in Buda.  He is studying to become 

a fire inspector and arson investigator.

Medical Firemotor vehichle accident

Assist other ESDs Assist Public

https://www.esd14.org



